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applications for new beneficial uses of 


WHEREAS, luring 3 troicnaed drougnt ~the issuance 
7° benericially use water may exacerbate the ability of water users 
with senior rights to the use sf uater *o exercise their water 
rights; and 

WHEREAS, a recent consequence of the prolonged drought has 
peen an increase in complaints to the Department of “Natural 
Resources and Conservation that persons are using water unlawrully, 
preventing water from moving to another person having a Prior Signt 
79 use the water, wasting water, or ctherwise ¥Ylolating the water 
“se Act; and 

WHEREAS , pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 10-3-104 ¢ 
sovernor nas the discretionary power to suspend the nrovisions 2t 
any requiatory statute if the strict compliance with the statute 
wQUld in any way prevent, ninder, or delay necessary action in 
coping with an emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the current drought condition is an occurrence which 
san require the exercise of the general authority of the Governor 
to suspend requlatory authority of the State; and 

“HEREAS, suspending the crecessing cr ipplicatisons cr ew 
water “Ses would sailow for more staff time to se Gevoted 2 
~nvestigation of complaints and otherwise help to address the above 


described consequences of the drought. 
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Montana, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
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~sSue ceneficial water use permits under the Montana Watér Use Act 
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“no permit applications received after the date cf this Ixecutive 
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-cnservaticn should continue to process applications 
exercise cf its sound discretion the agency determines are 


necessary for whe protection of the public health, welfare or 


Nothing in the suspension order should be construed to 


uspend <ne authority of the agency “os srocess chanae of use 


suthorizations, transfers, or certification of exempt ground water 


developments with a maximum of 25 gallons per minute or less, not 


exceeding 10 acre-feet per year. 


This Order shall be effectiy 


SIVEN under ay hand and the GREAT 
SEAL of the State of Montana this 
_' day of June, in the year of our 
LORD, One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
Yinety-two. 
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COONEY, Secretary of State 
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